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Labor Data Useful for International Comparison? Published on September 27, 2017 The United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) released its Monthly Labor Review (MLR) on the following Tuesday,
so some aspects of the U.S. industrial and labor market trends for the previous month could have

been influenced by the prospects and realizations of the presidential candidates at that time.
However, the U.S. industry and labor markets, both at the national and sub-national levels, are
gradually under the influence of an interplay of economic factors and realizations rather than

political ones as most of the MLR data are monthly. This article aims to review the available U.S.
industry and labor market data sets, to assess the quality of the data, and to highlight the

importance of monitoring these data in a relevant industry context. MLR Releases Monthly Data on
Industry and Labor Market Trends in the United States The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
releases monthly data on the following industries and labor market trends in the U.S.: nonfarm

payroll employment, earnings, nonfarm productivity, total hours, average hourly earnings, average
weekly hours, average weekly earnings, and the utilization of labor. The data describe the changes
between two consecutive months in the following labor market elements: employment, earnings,

productivity, total hours, average weekly hours, average hourly earnings, and the utilization of labor.
Each data set published by the BLS is defined according to a table of contents which is structured in
eight sections: total employment, unemployment rate, employment growth, net domestic product

growth, public and private employment, earnings growth, private sector employment growth, public
and private wages and salaries growth, and private and public sector labor productivity growth. The
U.S. data related to labor dynamics are of great importance, because they are heavily used by the

Federal Reserve System, since they represent a reliable input for the Federal Open Market
Committee ( 50b96ab0b6
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